From Nice to Yokohama: A review of four stimulating years for the IGS
by Daniele Cazzuffi , IGS President

I

t is almost four years since
I was elected President of
the IGS, in Nice, in September 2002. Therefore, it is time to
review the several goals I wanted to
achieve for maintaining and
enhancing the overall excellence of
the IGS. As outlined in the November 2002 issue of IGS News, the
five main goals of my program were
the following: communication,
expansion (chapters and structure), education, science vs. business and, finally, links with other
international associations.
In this Editorial, I will review the
IGS activities of the past four years,
with particular reference to the five
main goals of my original program.
Communication
The IGS website has been tremendously improved and continuously updated: a new “only
members” section will be opened
in the near future.
IGS News became electronic in

November 2005 (i.e., not distributed
in hard copy). Every IGS Member
receives e-mail notification of each
new issue and a listing of the main
articles. The content of the Newsletter is recognized as a reference,
in terms of both its quality and
quantity of information enclosed,
amongst similar newsletters of
other learned societies in the world.
Yearly circulation of the IGS
Directory CD Rom became an
opportunity to send all IGS Members most of the relevant recent
documents of our Society, including
videos, educational leaflets, and all
Newsletter issues of the year.
Also, the recent electronic ballot for the election of President,
Vice President, and Council Members resulted in better communication with our membership, with at
least double the number of votes
cast when compared to the average
number of votes cast in previous
postal ballots.
With regard to scientific commu-

nication, excellent results were
obtained due to the special agreements signed with Thomas Telford
and Elsevier, allowing free electronic access to both official IGS
journals, namely Geosynthetics
International and Geotextiles and
Geomembranes, respectively.
Expansion (Chapters and
Structure)
New national IGS Chapters were
founded (namely, in Portugal,
Czech Republic, Greece, Chile, and
Mexico), and the Indonesian Chapter was resurrected, resulting in 27
chapters around the world!
The IGS Achievement Award
was recently created to provide a
vehicle for the chapters to identify
and nominate a special member
who has contributed to the chapter
and to the IGS in a significant way,
but who may not be identified to the
IGS using any other regular mechanism. The first IGS Achievement
Awards will be presented during the
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reduction factors; Hartmut Schröder
(BAM, Berlin, Germany), covered
the chemistry of degradation, additives and Arrhenius testing; Peter
Trubiroha (BAM, now retired)

explained weathering; while Bob
Koerner (GSI, Philadelphia, USA),
with Bavarian roots, brushed up his
“native” tongue to describe life prediction and his observations on

exposed geosynthetics on site.
The seminar included a tour of
SKZs’ impressive new facilities.
reported by John Greenwood
IGS Member

Canadian Society for Civil Engineering Casmir Gzowski
Medal goes to Richard Bathurst and Kianoosh Hatami

R

ichard Bathurst (IGS Past
President, Royal Military
College of Canada) and
Kianoosh Hatami (IGS Member,
University of Oklahoma) received
the Casmir Gzowski Medal of the
Canadian Society for Civil Engineering (CSCE) for their paper
"Development and verification of a
numerical model for the analysis of
geosynthetic-reinforced soil segmental walls under working stress
conditions," published in the Canadian Geotechnical Journal (Volume
42, No. 4, pp. 1066-1085).
Colonel Sir Casimir Stanislaus
Gzowski (1813-1898) was founder

Dr. Richard Bathurst, IGS
Past Presdient.

of the CSCE in 1887 and served as
president from 1889 to 1891. Established by Sir Casimir in 1890, the
Casimir Gzowski Medal is awarded
annually for the best paper on a civil
engineering subject in the area of
surveying, structural engineering
and heavy construction.
The paper describes a numerical
model that was developed to simulate the response of three instrumented, full-scale, geosyntheticreinforced soil walls under working
stress conditions. The walls were
constructed with a fascia column of
solid modular concrete units and
clean, uniform sand backfill on a
rigid foundation. The
soil reinforcement
comprised different
arrangements of a
weak biaxial polypropylene geogrid reinforcement material.

Dr. Kianoosh Hatami,
IGS Member.
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The properties of
backfill material, the
method of construction, the wall geometry,
and the boundary con-

ditions were otherwise nominally
the same for each structure. The
performance of the test walls up to
the end of construction was simulated with the finite-differencebased Fast Lagrangian Analysis of
Continua (FLAC) program. The
paper describes FLAC program
implementation, material properties,
constitutive models for component
materials, and predicted results for
the model walls. The results predicted with the use of nonlinear
elastic-plastic models for the backfill
soil and reinforcement layers are
shown to be in good agreement
with measured toe boundary forces,
vertical foundation pressures, facing displacements, connection
loads, and reinforcement strains.
Numerical results using a linear
elastic-plastic model for the soil also
gave good agreement with measured wall displacements and
boundary toe forces but gave a
poorer prediction of the distribution
of strain in the reinforcement layers.
Congratulations to Richard and
Kianoosh!
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